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Sir or Madam: 



1. I, Jeffry D. Watkins, am one of the co-inventors of record of the subject matter 
embodied in the above-identified patent application. 

2. In the Office Action mailed April 29, 2003, the Examiner cites U.S. Patent No. 
6,312,693, filed February 10, 1999, entitled "Antibodies Against Human CD40" (hereinafter 
the '693 patent) and points to the contents of columns 27-28. 



3. The Examiner is asked to take note that I am listed as a co-inventor on the 
'693 patent. 
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4. The overlapping oligonucleotide work described in pages 54-55 of the present 
specification was performed by me or was done under my supervision prior to February 10, 
1999. As evidentiary support for this assertion, the Examiner is asked to compare: 

- Table 2 of column 26 with Table 1 of the present specification (p. 55). 

- The sentence at column 27 at lines 32-35 ('The pool ... was mixed with 
overlapping oligonucleotides . . .") with the sentence of the present 
specification at page 55, lines 1-5. 

- The sentence at column 27 at lines 44-46 with the sentence in the present 
specification at page 56 (lines 5-10). 

^ The sentence at column 28 at Hues 6-7 with the sentence i Q the present 

specification at page 57, lines 5-6 
The comparison will reveal virtually identical language. This shows ftit the overlapping 
oligo work was done prior to the filing of the '693 patent (otherwise it could not have been 
included in the '693 filing). 

5. This undersigned declares further that all statements made herein of bis 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and further mat these statements were made with the knowledge that wilful fake 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
§ 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such wilful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing therefrom. 
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